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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1.1 The Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the A47/A11 Thickthorn 
Junction was submitted on 31 March 2021 and accepted for examination on 28 
April 2021. 

1.1.2 The purpose of this document is to set out Highways England’s (the Applicant) 
comments on responses to submission at Deadline 8 issued 07 March 2022: 

• Richard Hawker (REP8-019) 

1.1.3 The following sections present the responses where concerns or requests are 
made warranting provision of additional information or clarity by the Applicant. 

 

2 KEY ABBREVIATIONS 

2.1.1 The following common abbreviations have been used in the Applicant’s 
submissions to the Examination: 

• dDCO = draft Development Consent Order 

• DMRB = Design Manual for Roads and Bridges  

• ES = Environmental Statement 

• ExA = Examining Authority 

• NPSNN = National Policy Statement for National Networks 2014 

• NWL = Norwich Western Link 

• the Scheme = the A47/A11 Thickthorn Junction 

 
 

 
 

 





A47/A11 Thickthorn Junction 

Applicant’s Responses to Submissions at Deadline 8 

 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010037 
Application Document Ref: TR010037/EXAM/9.33 
 

 

Page 3 

results have also been reviewed by NCC and a 
statement of common ground has been produced.  

 

2) The statement is made that the figures have been calibrated and validated, yet this process has 
still not been explained. I am aware of what TAG says on the subject; validation is the comparison 
of predicted with actual figures; calibration is the alteration of the computer programme to improve 
the difference between prediction and actual. I can understand how this can be done using past 
and current count figures, or using some current figures on some roads to predict those on other 
roads, but how this can be done for future figures I do not understand. It would be a great help if 
the applicant could agree to a meeting to discuss and resolve this difficulty. In the absence of that, 
it is difficult to be confident that the predicted figures, on which the justification for the scheme is 
mainly based, is reasonable. 

The Applicant wishes to direct the examiner back 
to previous submission REP4-026, and further 
submissions REP5-021 and REP7-007 which 
details the process of model calibration based on 
TAG. 

In summary, the calibrated base year model forms 
the basis for the future year forecast assessment 
of the Scheme. The traffic forecasts are developed 
in accordance with TAG methodology. 

Further information on the traffic forecasting 
methodology can be found in Traffic Growth 
Forecasts in Section 4.3 of the Case for the 
Scheme (APP-125). Sections 4.3.14 to 4.3.16 
detail the following: 

The traffic forecasts are dependent on household 
and employment growth, which were derived from 
both local and national growth forecasts. The local 
growth forecasts consider the local authority 
growth projections and the national growth 
forecasts take wider anticipated growth into 
account. 

The wider area national growth in car trips is 
derived from the DfT National Trip End Model 
(NTEM 7.2). This provides demographic 
projections in employment and population 
throughout the UK. The change in freight traffic 
(light and heavy goods vehicles) was derived from 
the DfT 2018 road traffic forecasts. 

The local authority forecasts on development 
growth are derived from the uncertainty log. The 
uncertainty log details the local authority 
development schemes in regions which are both 
nearby and significant to the model. This includes 
assumptions on local uncertainty, which is 
dependent on whether developments or other 
planned transport schemes close to the Scheme 
are proposed. 

 
 

 

 




